A little message from yours truly.

The last edition for the third year. From small beginnings large things grow, this being ‘Snippetts Plus’ and I am sure many don’t agree with some of the comment I have made. That is your perogative as it is mine to include what I choose. 

As we begin the fourth year we do so in the hope that the drought, which has crippled much of Australia, will break, our inflows into the Murray Darling Basin will increase and the massive problems below Lock 1 will abate. Starting from the Murray Mouth we need to dispense with engineering solutions and have fresh water solutions, the Lower Lakes and the Coorong need total revitalization, the communities who rely on the area around the Lower Lakes and the Coorong need to re-establish and be given the opportunity they need the opportunity to recover. Upstream from the Lower Lakes to Blanchetown (Lock 1) we need water not only to revitalise and ensure the irrigators and employers can see a marked improvement but we need WATER and plenty of it to stop the disasters that are occurring. 

Our Murray River banks are collapsing not just a couple of hundred yards but now we can measure it in kilometres; irrigation pumps, cars, boats, willows and massive River Gums etc, this is causing unprecedented problems, especially for Marinas and river businesses and is closing and could close much more of our once mighty River Murray as areas become non navigatable. We below Blanchetown, whilst we must fight for the complete Murray-Darling Basin we must keep our eyes on our game but not being isolationists with our heads in the sand. We must band together for what is best; we must start with ourselves then tackle all tiers of Government starting with Local Government (our Councils – our Elected Members) and after ensuring they are totally in the game together we then take on the State Government and fight them to prove to the rest of the Australia, especially those East of South Australia that not only are we part of Australia if we go under they go under too. 

Yes, we are facing a global downturn but we are one and as one we must fight for this countries continued economical growth and if people wish to be un-Australian they can be so somewhere else, we will assist there departure. 

For those who have been with me for three years, thankyou one and all, for those who have joined as the juggernaut gathered speed thankyou also. Just let me know if you have any associates or even enemies just let them know if they wish to be added to the Email. 

And lastly to those I have got off side or upset, whilst I have some regrets, get over it and join the most important task ahead of us, “recovery”. 

I need to thank and congratulate some people before I close; Rose Sloper at Mid Murray Council thank you for all you have done to assist me you are most definitely one in a million. To Mid Murray Council thanks and to others in Local Government your assistance has been invaluable. To David Altmann (ex CEO Rural City of Murray Bridge) for what have done to help me thanks and I am sure we all appreciate what you have done for not only the RCMB but also the area, you will be missed. Henry and Gloria Jones, when I am down ready to stop beating myself up against the wall thanks for putting me on back on track. There are many others who I should mention but time is of the essence. 

To my supporters, a decreasing number? and my foes lets keep going together. To the Lower River Murray Drought Advisory Group congratulations one and all and especially for our fearless hard working leader Dean Brown and we should also thank his wife Ros for keeping him fit and keeping him watered and fed to keep going. 

To the Murray Darling Association – get over it be as one an Association all Regions must be as one or failure is assured. This is not about any one as an individual it’s about joining hands as one across the Murray-Darling Basin and where water is sourced from within the Basin including where anyone’s existence relies on the Basin, We Are Australian’s. I forgot to thank the wives and partners who have kept us on the front line and especially my best friend, greatest critic but the love of my life my wife Christine and yes I do feel sorry for her. Bring it on we will tackle everything together!
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“A Nation that fails to plan intelligently for the development and protection of its precious waters will be condemned to wither because of shortsightedness. The hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted sands and ruins of once proud civilisations.” Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America. 

Date item sourced will be bold in black – Where item sourced from will also be bold in black unless the source is an overseas media source then it will be in bold red and the headline will continue as is bold green underlined.

27th
www.birdlife.org
BirdLife International – UK - The state of Australia's birds
Many native Australian bird species are declining. Birds of garden, water, scrub and woodland are showing marked falls in their populations says a new report by Birds Australia (BirdLife in Australia). The encouraging news is that the status of some species is improving as a result of conservation action. This is the sixth ‘the state of Australia’s birds’ report, and presents an up-to-date overview of the health of bird populations in Australia and the main challenges to their sustainability. This 2008 report focuses on trends in bird populations revealed by around 50 long-term monitoring programs that have been running for up to 40 years. 

2

Trends in bird populations are mixed, but more species are in decline than were reported in 2003. Common birds are far less common than they once were, for example populations of the familiar Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen have slumped. “Many, and perhaps most, of our native birds are in decline for a range of reasons including habitat loss and introduced predators”, said Dr Graeme Hamilton - Birds Australia CEO. The report documents that many of Australia’s waterbird populations are in serious decline due to a combination of the severe drought – especially around the Murray–Darling Basin - and poor water management practices. Australia’s shorebirds are being closely monitored to ensure they do not share the same fate as the waterbirds. Nevertheless, numbers of migratory shorebirds, such as Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis and Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea, which fly thousands of kilometres from Siberia each year, have fallen sharply in recent years, as have populations of resident shorebirds, such as Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra novaehollandiae. Birds in the bush are faring little better, but still declining. Woodland birds, such as robins, thornbills, fantails and treecreepers, which feed on insects on or near the ground, have all declined in southeastern Australia due to habitat clearance and other modification. Birds of the heathland, such as Ground Parrot Pezoporus wallicus in Western Australia and Endangered Eastern Bristlebird Dasyornis brachypterus in southeastern Queensland, have also reached perilously low numbers, due to bushfires. The encouraging news is that where active management is undertaken success in improving the state of bird populations is more prevalent than failure. This is especially true of Globally Threatened birds, such as Gould's Petrel Pterodroma leucoptera and Superb Parrot Polytelis swainsonii. Both Vulnerable species have been actively managed, with recovery plans that have seen habitat protected, rehabilitated or replanted, predators controlled, nest-boxes provided and captive-bred birds released. Although the report deals with birds, the findings have much broader implications for nature and society—birds are indicators of national quality of life. “This loss of bird biodiversity is serious as it will also reflect the loss in other groups such as mammals, reptiles, and plants”, commented Dr Hamilton. “Birds Australia have done an impressive job of analysing the latest information on trends in bird populations”, said Alison Stattersfield – BirdLife’s Head of Science. “Their findings are extremely concerning and mirror those presented in BirdLife International’s ‘State of the world’s birds’ report published last year”. “Globally, there is increasing evidence from long-term monitoring studies of major changes in bird communities and their habitats, with many species declining and few increasing. Our conservation efforts need to be geared up tremendously to halt this loss of biodiversity”. “This loss of bird biodiversity is serious as it will also reflect the loss in other groups such as mammals, reptiles, and plants” —Dr Graeme Hamilton, Birds Australia CEO. “Birds Australia have done an impressive job of analysing the latest information on trends in bird populations” —Alison Stattersfield, BirdLife’s Head of Science.

SA Premier & Ministers - Filtered water on tap for Moorook Country Lands
Minister for Water Security Karlene Maywald says about 380 regional customers in the Moorook Country Lands started receiving filtered drinking water this week. Work on the $7.3 million Moorook Country Lands Filtered Water Project has been completed as part of an extension of Stage Three of the State Government’s Country Water Quality Improvement Program, to provide filtered water to regional communities. “Communities in the Riverland south of the River Murray including Moorook Country Lands, Wunkar, Mantung and part of Murbko are now being supplied with filtered water and as a result will start to notice an improved taste, smell and colour of their water,” Minister Maywald said. “Work began on the project in September 2008 and included the construction of a new water treatment plant at Wigley Flat, near the existing Woolpunda pumping station. “In December last year about 90 customers in Cooltong started receiving filtered River Murray water and we can now add the Moorook Country Lands region to the growing list of communities receiving higher quality water. “The government is committed to improving water quality for all South Australians, and smaller regional communities are no exception. “As the current extreme drought continues, water quality in the River Murray is more at risk of potential quality issues such as algal blooms so projects like this are helping safeguard supply to our regional communities.” The State Government has committed $244 million across three stages to providing more and more regional homes with a filtered water supply including:

· Stage one – $154m completed in 2005, construction of 10 water treatment plants in the Riverland providing filtered water to more than 100,000 people.

· Stage two – $36m, completed in stages from 2003 to 2007, filtered water provided to the northern Adelaide Hills, Mt Pleasant, Springton, Eden Valley, Birdwood, Gumeracha and Paringa.

· Stage three – A $54m project to provide filtered River Murray water to 17 communities in the Riverland and Murraylands including Blanchetown, Cadell, Callington, Cowirra, Glossop, Kanmantoo, Kingston-on-Murray, Mannum Country Lands, Monash, Moorook, Mypolonga, Neeta, Palmer, Pompoota, Swan Reach, Tungkillo and Wall Flat.
In November 2006, the government announced it would fast track the third stage of the project in response to impacts the extreme drought in the Murray-Darling Basin may have on water quality. It was complete in January 2008. In addition, Cooltong and Moorook Country Lands are now receiving filtered water.

FarmOnLine - Meat processors face $63m carbon slug
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While the rest of the agricultural supply chain will not see Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme impacts until 2015, red meat processors face annual charges estimated at $63 million from July 1 next year - just 16 months away. Under its current plan, the Commonwealth Government excludes the processing sector from the broader agriculture sector, which has a five-year CPRS moratorium. Nor is the meat-processing sector recognised as 'export dependent', which would make it eligible for free CPRS permits. A detailed independent research study initiated by industry has calculated the direct costs to beef processors from next year to be about $45m annually, and for sheepmeat processors, $18m. Both will rise further as permit costs increase. Individual plant costs are expected to be between $1m and $3m, representing a cost per head of as much as $8 for cattle, and $1.13 for sheep. That spells bad news for the production sector, as processors will inevitably build those costs back into their livestock pricing formulas. There is little prospect of costs being embedded in meat prices in a globalised market. "The 2015 CPRS implementation for agriculture has given many stakeholders the false impression that they do not have to worry until then. The fact is that under the current proposal regarding processing, it will affect them from day one," one senior processing official said this week. A parallel issue of concern to some processors is that based on its criteria for qualification which excludes smaller players, the Government CPRS proposal on processing will cover only the nation's largest five or six red meat processors, representing about 15 abattoirs in total. However because of their size, those plants represent about 70-80 percent of Australia's entire export beef turnoff, potentially damaging Australia's export beef and lamb competitiveness. Under the plan, larger export plants would be drawn into purchasing permits, while smaller plants would not, creating significant market distortions - all for the sake of 0.4pc of Australia's total carbon emissions. The Australian Meat Industry Council argues that this represents a tax on economies of scale and processing efficiency, which could promote downsizing in some plants or outright retraction from export in others. It also argues that treating processing as a separate case from agriculture is inappropriate. "The Government has not understood the impact of decoupling the processing sector from agriculture. Processing is not a stand-alone industry: there is no product until the end of the supply chain, hence disaggregating processors from their supply chain for the sale purpose of allocating permits is flawed policy," it argues. Teys Brothers chief executive officer, Brad Teys, who sits on AMIC's CPRS committee, said in his company's case, it was facing an annual cost of $4.1m to buy CPRS permits for its two largest plants at Rockhampton and Beenleigh, that fell under the guidelines. "Unless the broader meat and livestock industry works together to urgently address the issues with Government, there will be an immediate and significant impact on cattle and sheepmeat producers - whether or not agriculture is covered," he warned. The situation was now becoming quite desperate, because processors themselves had had little success in arguing their case with Climate Change Minister Penny Wong, and legislation was due to be passed by July 1 this year. The last 'roll of the dice' could be a Senate Inquiry into CPRS being talked about by Opposition leader Malcolm Turnbull. Mr Teys sees the only solution being for meat processing to stay out of the CPRS, at very least until agriculture is included. But a whole lot more thought needed to go into the broader scheme before it was implemented, he said. The Australian Meat Industry Council argues that this represents a tax on economies of scale and processing efficiency, which could promote downsizing in some plants or outright retraction from export in others. It also argues that treating processing as a separate case from agriculture is inappropriate. "The Government has not understood the impact of decoupling the processing sector from agriculture. Processing is not a stand-alone industry: there is no product until the end of the supply chain, hence disaggregating processors from their supply chain for the sale purpose of allocating permits is flawed policy," it argues. Teys Brothers chief executive officer, Brad Teys, who sits on AMIC's CPRS committee, said in his company's case, it was facing an annual cost of $4.1m to buy CPRS permits for its two largest plants at Rockhampton and Beenleigh, that fell under the guidelines. "Unless the broader meat and livestock industry works together to urgently address the issues with Government, there will be an immediate and significant impact on cattle and sheepmeat producers - whether or not agriculture is covered," he warned. The situation was now becoming quite desperate, because processors themselves had had little success in arguing their case with Climate Change Minister Penny Wong, and legislation was due to be passed by July 1 this year. The last 'roll of the dice' could be a Senate Inquiry into CPRS being talked about by Opposition leader Malcolm Turnbull. Mr Teys sees the only solution being for meat processing to stay out of the CPRS, at very least until agriculture is included. But a whole lot more thought needed to go into the broader scheme before it was implemented, he said. 

Carbon scheme too high a price to pay: survey
Australians are willing to put their money where their mouth is to address climate change, but not to pay anywhere near the expected costs of the government’s Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS). That's the key finding from a survey from researchers at the Australian National University. The study by PhD student Sonia Akter and Professor Jeff Bennett of the ANU Crawford School of Economics and Government investigated the benefits of the CPRS and compared them to the costs of the scheme. The pair surveyed 600 Sydney residents to find out their willingness to pay the extra household costs. The study results show, yes, Australians are concerned about climate change and they are willing to pay for action. But those levels of concern and willingness to pay are significantly less than the expected costs in Treasury modelling of the CPRS. 
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“The survey respondents were willing to pay an extra $135 per household each month towards the CPRS,” Professor Bennett said. “But when aggregated across the nation, this represents $8.46 billion a year – significantly less than the Treasury estimated cost of $14.7 billion a year. “Does this mean that the Australian public is ill informed about climate change? "To the contrary, the study shows how clearly the Australian public is thinking through the matter. "The results show that the uncertainties surrounding both climate change and the effectiveness of climate change policy weigh heavily on people’s minds." Professor Bennett said that debates about the relative merits of an emission-trading scheme, such as the CPRS, and a tax on carbon emissions are misplaced. Both would leave the country poorer, he said. “Neither Treasury nor the Garnaut Review have tackled the task of estimating the full suite of uncertain benefits purported to come from the CPRS or any other mitigation policy," he said. "That means that policy measures that will undoubtedly have dramatic impacts on the lives of all Australians are about to be introduced without due consideration of their benefits and costs. “This survey shows that mitigating carbon emissions either by tax or permits from the benefit/cost evidence will make Australia worse off. "Rather, the debate should focus on the prospects for adapting to the negative impacts of climate change should they arise. "That debate should similarly focus on the relative costs and benefits of adaptive strategies,” he said. 
Energy-saver for irrigators
Irrigators using large amounts of electricity can potentially slash their energy consumption by 15-30 per cent and significantly reduce their carbon footprint, according to an Australian distributor. Managing director, Satel Pty Ltd, Warren Ingerson said its Hypermizer product is a combination of power controller and software that improves the performance of electrical equipment by stabilising the volatility of electricity supply, thereby reducing consumption, wastage and costs. It also prevents spikes and surges in power, improves load efficiency and reduces heat associated with electrical loads to extend the life of electrical equipment. Mr Ingerson said the many irrigators who ran large pumping systems 24-hours-a- day seven-days-a-week were classic users of high amounts of electric power and potentially stood to gain the greatest savings from the system.
28th 

Weekly Times Now - Southbank, Victoria, Australia - Government can buy water
The Federal Government could buy up to 98,000 megalitres of Victorian irrigators' water without breaching the state's trading caps. The Government has repeatedly argued Victoria's 4 per cent annual cap on out-of-district trade was preventing it buying large volumes of water to revive environmental flows in the southern Murray Darling Basin.

But statistics from Victoria's Goulburn-Murray Water authority show the cap is not a major barrier, as it only applies to gravity-irrigation districts. GMW's figures show there are at least 650,000 megalitres of irrigation entitlement held by private diverters, which are not subject to the 4 per cent cap. The only limit on the trade in these diversion licences is a 10 per cent cap on the volume of entitlement that can be transferred into non-water-user accounts, equivalent to 228,843 megalitres of high-reliability water entitlement. Analysis of the Victorian Water Register shows only 56 per cent of the 228,843-megalitre limit has been transferred into the NWU pool, leaving 98,000 megalitres still available for purchase or transfer. Earlier this month the Federal Government brokered a deal with South Australian independent senator Nick Xenophon to bring forward $500 million of spending under its $3.1 billion water-purchasing program.
Consequently the Federal Government is due to spend:

· $442.8 million this financial year, including $192.8 million of existing commitments plus an additional $250 million promised under the Xenophon deal.

· $582.7 million in 2009-10 (originally $482.7 million).

· $442.8 million in 2010-11 (originally $369.6 million).
Given a price of $2400 a megalitre, the Federal Government could purchase $235 million worth of Victorian high-reliability entitlements without breaching the 10 per cent cap. But questions are already being raised about the Federal Government's ability to spend the additional $250 million on water, with just four months to go in this financial year.

Victorian Farmers Federation water council chairman Richard Anderson said he doubted whether the Federal Government would spend the $442 million by June 30, given the long delays in accepting irrigators' offers to sell.

However one member of the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists, Quentin Grafton, said he was confident the Government could buy the water within the next four months. Prof Grafton said that during last financial year's water tender the Federal Government had been offered 300,000 megalitres of water, at a total cost of about $570 million.

Water ideas to flow

Birchip Cropping Group will use its stand at the field days to highlight the urgency of water conservation, taking the theme of "Capturing Summer Moisture". The display will focus on an array of management strategies, based on key research being undertaken by BCG at Hopetoun, Victoria. BCG representatives will also be keen to hear feedback and ideas from visitors on the group's latest trial results and planned agronomic trials. BCG has two major trial sites this year at Watchupga and St Arnaud in Victoria. 
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Issues to be researched include barley agronomy, genetically modified Roundup Ready canola, fungicide use in the Mallee and Wimmera, alternative nutrition products, disc seeding, herbicide-resistance management, risk management, water-use efficiency, grazing cereals, new herbicide options and wheat agronomy. Feedback gathered next week will help BCG keep a sharp focus on what matters to farmers in the Wimmera and Mallee. Of particular interest at this year's BCG stand is the new soil-phosphorus test, being validated by BCG in the Wimmera-Mallee, where 30 paddocks have been assessed for phosphorus response. Staff will showcase these results and look forward to speaking with interested parties about the possibilities of this new test. 

ABC Online – Australia - Red gum loggers' contracts to end in June
Red gum loggers say they have been told they will be locked out of most northern Victorian forests within four months. The State Government is implementing recommendations for four new National Parks along the Murray River. Parliament has not yet passed the legislation. But Paul Madden from the Koondrook-based Arbuthnot Sawmills says licence holders have received letters advising them their contracts will end on June 30 and will not be renewed.

He says it comes after the Government announced between Christmas and New Year it would implement the report recommendations. "Which we were extremely disappointed with and felt that was an extremely callous thing by Government to do," he said. "Extremely gutted and disappointed how that was handled and now this is another act by them that just leaves us bewildered." A spokesman for Environment Minister Gavin Jennings says the implementation process for the River Red Gum National Parks is underway. He says the Minister is working to implement a $38 million assistance package for the region, including help for displaced workers.
Weekly Times Now - Southbank, Victoria, Australia - Tuna biting from Port Fairy
On the Murray River, Rod Mackenzie reports Swan Hill and Nyah have Murray cod to 65cm on bardi grubs and cheese. Reports are better between Mildura and Wentworth, where cod to 27kg, redfin and yellowbelly are being caught on lures. Geoff Lacey, at Tawonga, says fly fishers using dry flies are catching pan-size brown and rainbow trout in the upper Ovens River. Best flies are size 16 to 18 Adams Parachute, Humpy, Royal Wulff, Red Tag and various beetle and hopper patterns. The Kiewa River at Tawonga is low but holding good numbers of trout. Mick Hall, at Eildon, says Eildon Pondage is full of trout, but anglers continue to stay away.

The Canberra Times - Canberra, Australian Capital Territory, Australia  

Green status of Snowy power station in doubt
A key power station in the Snowy Mountains hydro-electric scheme may have breached its status as a "green power" provider, because its environmental effect downstream appears to outweigh the benefits of the renewable power it creates. The Jindabyne dam plant received green power accreditation in 2006, but studies show that downstream water flows have slowed to a trickle, putting native fish, plants and animals in jeopardy. A report by the independent Snowy Scientific Committee, completed in October but kept secret for four months by the State Government, showed a river system starved of water. Environmental flows were only a third of those promised and water was being diverted to the Murray River to boost crop irrigation. Under the rules for green power accreditation, hydro plants must allow for "adequate" environmental flows, and the leaked Snowy report says, "Environmental releases to date have not been adequate". "There's a lot at stake here if green power is going to keep its clean reputation, and the Snowy Hydro debacle is a low point in it's credibility," said the director of the Total Environment Centre, Jeff Angel. The group has written to the Department of Water and Energy, which oversees green power, requesting that Jindabyne Dam be removed from the list of approved renewable energy generators. The NSW Government is standing by the power plant's green credentials. The complaints were "typical pettiness by some elements of the Green movement", said the Minister for Energy, Ian Macdonald. Snowy Hydro Limited, the corporation that manages the hydroelectric scheme, including the Jindabyne Dam, said it regarded the power plant as accredited green power. "From our point of view we're releasing environmental water that is improving the river, and the Jindabyne Dam is completely green, clean power," said a Snowy Hydro spokesman, Paul Johnson. "We don't determine the amount of flow; that's up to the NSW Government.

http:/www.michaeldeibert.blogspot.com

By Michael Deibert - Michael Deibert, Writer: Michael Deibert: Australia’s Parched ...
(This posting originally appeared on the blog of the World Policy Journal, and can be read in its original form here)
When Australia was ravaged by wildfires that killed over 200 people earlier this month, the acts of arson that police suspect were behind at least some of the blazes were made even worse by the decade-long dry spell the country has been enduring. Though this heavily eroded and sparsely populated continent has experienced two other major droughts over the last century, both the intensity and duration of the current lack of rainfall has scientists worried that the country’s environment may be permanently shifting to a drier regime. The Murray-Darling Basin—a river system in the southeast that drains one-seventh of Australia’s land mass—has been particularly hard hit, with official figures showing that, from 2006 until 2007, the amount of water flow into the basin was just 1,000 gigalitres. Normal inflows into the basin previously measured about 10,000 gigalitres a year. From 2007 until 2008 it improved marginally to a still-meager 3,000 gigalitres.
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The region had record low inflows of water between 2006 and 2008, with the inflows for 2006-2007 less than 60 percent of the previous minimum—a figure based on 117 years of records. Helping to irrigate such states such as Victoria, the site of the worst wildfires, as well as New South Wales and Queensland, the basin was once wet enough to irrigate crops that produced 1.2 million metric tons of rice. Last year, the rice harvest fell to 18,000 metric tons. Across southern Australia, scientists have also witnessed an intensification of the subtropical ridge phenomenon, a swath of high pressure characterized by a reduction in the amount of rainfall in autumn and late winter. The expansion of the ridge has been closely linked to global warming. What has the Australian government’s response been to this growing disaster? Not much, it appears. Though a 2007 report by the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warned that by 2030 “water security problems are projected to intensify in southern and eastern Australia,” and recommended a worldwide reduction in carbon emissions by 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, Australian environmentalists were outraged when the Labor Party government of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd proposed a Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS) that included a far more modest cut of 5 percent to 15 percent by 2020. The Rudd government conditioned cuts beyond that level to government demands for a global agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as well as exemptions for energy-intensive industries in a broad carbon trading arrangement. Compensation for electricity producers and users was also an attached condition. Subsequent research by Innovest Strategic Value Advisors, an investment advisory firm, estimated that in the first year of the CPRS, $939 million of aid would go to the aluminum smelting industry, $297 million to petroleum refiners, $261 million to steel makers, $182 million to natural gas producers, and $157 million to cement makers. Companies such as Rio Tinto, Alcoa, and Woodside stand to profit in the hundreds of millions of dollars from the system. With a relatively small population of slightly more than 20 million for a landmass nearly as large as the United States, Australia has the highest per capita greenhouse emission rates in the thirty-member Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), chiefly due to the country’s intensive use of coal. Australia emits 28.1 tons of carbon per person into the atmosphere, five times greater than the per person total for China. With the European Union having recently adopted a goal of a 20 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2020, one must hope that Australia’s environmental lobby will succeed in pressuring the Rudd government to adopt a more aggressive approach to combating Australia’s contribution to climate change, and to help move to heal the continent’s already-ravaged environment.
                                                                           www.ens-newswire.com
Australia's Unique Birds Slipping Away
Canberra, Australia, February 26, 2009 (ENS) - A five-year report card on the state of Australia's birds by Birds Australia shows many of the continent's unique native species are in decline due to habitat loss, drought and introduced predators. Environment Minister Peter Garrett launched the report at Parliament House today, saying, "The State of Australia's Birds 2008 spells out clearly what is going on with our birdlife." "Knowledge is the foundation of good conservation and the knowledge contained in this report is immensely important as we strive to protect, conserve, and where possible, improve our environment," Garrett said. Dr. Graeme Hamilton, Birds Australia chief executive, said, "Although the report deals with birds, the findings have much broader implications for nature and society. Birds are indicators of national quality of life. This loss of bird biodiversity is serious as it will also reflect the loss in other groups such as mammals, reptiles, and plants." Hamilton says Birds Australia, the country's oldest and most respected national bird conservation organization, wants to work with state and commonwealth governments to reverse the trend in losses in bird biodiversity. This is the sixth state of Australia's birds' report, and presents an up-to-date overview of the health of bird populations in Australia and the main challenges to their sustainability. This 2008 report focuses on trends in bird populations revealed by some 50 long-term monitoring programs that have been running for up to 40 years. The report shows that trends in bird populations are mixed, but more species are in decline than were reported in 2003. Common birds are far less common than they once were. For example, populations of the familiar Australian magpie, Gymnorhina tibicen, have slumped. Water birds are in steep decline, particularly in the parched Murray-Darling basin due to drought and poor water management practices, the report shows. "Numbers of migratory and resident shorebirds have fallen dramatically in recent years," Hamilton said. "Birds in the bush are faring little better." 

"Woodland birds, such as robins, thornbills, fantails and treecreepers, which feed on insects on or near the ground, have all declined in south-eastern Australia due to habitat clearance and other modification," he said. The report also shows some success where a number of threatened species have increased in population. Birds such as Gould's petrel, glossy black-cockatoo and superb parrot are all faring better than they have in the past. "What's heartening is the proof that where species have been actively managed with recovery plans we are seeing a great result," Garrett said. But in May 2008 the Australian Federal Court ruled that the logging will drive Tasmania's giant wedge-tailed eagle and swift parrot towards extinction - then on appeal said the logging could go ahead. Australian Greens leader Senator Bob Brown, who has battled logging in Tasmania on the ground, in court and in Parliament, observed that the Birds Australia report calls old growth logging in Tasmania "a national disgrace" because endangered bird species lived there. From Cambridge, England, Alison Stattersfield, BirdLife International's head of science, said, "Birds Australia have done an impressive job of analyzing the latest information on trends in bird populations. 
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Their findings are extremely concerning and mirror those presented in BirdLife International's 'State of the world's birds' report published last year." "Globally, there is increasing evidence from long-term monitoring studies of major changes in bird communities and their habitats, with many species declining and few increasing," Stattersfield said. "Our conservation efforts need to be geared up tremendously to halt this loss of biodiversity." 

Media Statement - 26th February 2009 - By Australian Labor Party

Australian Labor Party: Grants to irrigators for updated ...
Grants totalling $604,000 have been awarded to five irrigation water providers operating in the Murray‑Darling Basin to help them develop plans to modernise their water delivery infrastructure. Minister for Climate Change and Water, Senator Penny Wong, said the water providers were being helped to identify and consider the range of options available to modernise their infrastructure. "Among the main priorities of the Rudd Government's long-term plan Water for the Future are using water wisely, securing our water supplies and supporting healthy rivers," Senator Wong said. "These grants help us deliver on these priorities by helping irrigators deal with the effects of climate change and drought and make their businesses more sustainable. "The water saved by modernising delivery infrastructure will be returned to the stressed rivers and waterways of the Murray-Darling Basin." The grants will allow the five water providers to obtain independent professional advice and to conduct workshops to help develop their modernisation plans. Bringan Irrigation Trust near Barham in southern NSW will receive $44,000 to develop a plan to upgrade its 50-year-old structures to provide a more efficient delivery system. Western Murray Irrigation Limited, in the Lower Murray region, will receive $80,000 to develop a plan that takes into consideration various climate change scenarios. 

West Corurgan Private Irrigation District, near Berrigan in NSW's Riverina, will receive $80,000 to undertake a comprehensive review of the company's irrigation infrastructure. Marthaguy Irrigation Scheme, on the Western Plains at Warren, NSW will receive $80,000 to complete a three-phase project, culminating in a detailed engineering design and costing of the selected option to reduce transmission losses in its system. Coliban Regional Water Corporation, at Bendigo, Victoria will receive $320,000 for a modernisation plan that will capture savings in the delivery and the on‑farm parts of its system. Successfully obtaining Irrigation Modernisation Planning Assistance does not guarantee funding for on-ground infrastructure work. These grants are in addition to more than $4 million in funding the Australian Government is currently providing to 13 irrigation water providers in Queensland, Western Australia, South Australia, Victoria and NSW. A forum will be held in the first half of 2009 for participants in the program to discuss options for modernising their irrigation systems and to exchange ideas about working collaboratively. 

www.globalwarmingisreal.com/blog/

By Andrew Burger - Drought a Growing Threat to World Agriculture, Food Production
The UN Convention to Combat Desertification and World Meteorological Association are calling for greater international action and coordination as a continuation of the severest drought conditions in decades, if not history, are being experienced in the southern hemisphere this summer. The persistence of extreme drought conditions in Australia, Argentina and other parts of the world are portents of the increasing threat, costs and potential agricultural crises associated with shifts in climatic conditions, they assert. The droughts in Australia and Argentina, two of the world's leading agricultural exporters, bring to the fore the threats a changing climate poses to the security of food supply, not only in those countries, but worldwide. The western US and northern China are two other large high-producing agricultural regions flagged by researchers as being especially prone to and threatened by drought. The world needs to increase its efforts to tackle the unpredictable and extreme occurrences of drought," UNCCD executive secretary Luc Gnacadja stated at a conference in Bonn earlier this month. "In its latest assessment the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) forecast that the length and severity of droughts would intensify in the future. The panel particularly pointed to Australia as a region that would be severely affected. The IPCC report also revealed that climate-related disasters in Latin America have more than doubled since 1970. The drought in Argentina is just a further example."

Growing Threat: - Less rainfall and persistent drought leading to a collapse in soil quality and agricultural productivity raises the specter of mass dislocations of people and a corresponding increase in the potential for social unrest and disruptions in countries around the world. Argentina's agricultural ministry ONCCA on Feb. 4 acknowledged that it has been rejecting export permits for wheat. Rainfall in Argentina has been well below the norm since last March resulting in crop failure and the loss of some 800,000 cattle. Wheat, maize and soy harvests are expected to fall by as much as 80% in the Pampas and Entre Rios regions. Argentina's grain production is expected to fall 39% overall with losses of as many as 1.5 million cattle. The so-called “Big Dry” being experienced in southeastern Australia is decimating crop production and soil in the Murray-Darling Basin river system, the country's breadbasket. Home to some 43% of Australia's farms, grain storage facilities are at 16% of capacity and 73% below normal for this time of the year, according to the UNCCD. Well north, the Chinese government has classified half the country's winter crop as 'under threat,' with the Henan region experiencing its worst drought in almost six decades. Drier and drought conditions also threaten sub-Saharan and southern Africa, a vast region where subsistence farming is the means of survival for many millions.
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Call to Action: - "The food crisis continues in countries that deal with erratic rainfall, like in sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, many of these countries are food importers, so to see the extreme drought in Argentina, Australia, and now China, is indeed alarming," says Mr. Gnacadja. It is necessary to coordinate more now than ever the successful sustainable farm practices on a global basis as climate change presents a greater threat to food production. By implementing the Strategy, countries will promote sustainable land management and generate global benefits for farmers and other land users around the world.” The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's climate projections for 2011 also warn of increasing severe droughts in the continental US and Mexico, as well as the Mediterranean Basin. Severe heat waves are forecast to increase worldwide, particularly in the western USA, northern Africa, the Middle East and central Asia, southern Africa and Australia. To cope with the threats of increasing drought and extreme temperatures on agriculture, rangelands and forests, the World Meteorological Association is looking to develop a standardized drought index that could be applied practically across a wide range of agricultural purposes around the world. WMO members at a recent workshop urged that the organization take steps immediately to identify the methods and draw together the resources for the development and dissemination of drought index tools and methods as quickly as possible.

The Water Table Collective,

PO Box 307, Strathalbyn SA 5255. T: 0427 554 194

Join an event, take action, visit us:

www.stoptheweir.com e: stoptheweir@mac.com
Australia’s River System Knows No State Borders

Australians are facing a national environmental disaster

Over-allocation is destroying the Murray-Darling Basin system of rivers and creeks, lakes and groundwater. The current drought exacerbates the impending disaster.

We know that the Murray-Darling system is an integrated, living system that cannot successfully be managed state by state.

We know that the health and well being of the people and communities along our rivers and lakes depends on the health of this river system.

We have broad knowledge based on direct experience of the River, Lakes and Coorong and are angry at the lack of real engagement with our local communities.

We call upon the government to engage with a wide range of scientific disciplines about the ecology of the lower system.

We know that the Lower Lakes and Coorong have been a predominantly fresh water system for some 7500 years.

We are opposed to destroying internationally recognised Ramsar wetlands by bringing in seawater and by cutting them off from the rest of the system.

We recommend that acid sulfate soils be treated with bioremediation. Treat the hot spots.

We are opposed to weirs or damming because of the resulting environmental degradation.

We ask: Who owns the River? In whose interests is it being managed? Where is the long-range plan for the whole Murray-Darling Basin?

We call for state and federal governments to act in the interests of all Australians. As a matter of urgency we call for:

• A full, transparent and public water audit of the whole system;

• A new Murray-Darling Basin Agreement that binds all states and an independent statutory authority that has jurisdiction over all water sources in the Murray-Darling Basin to be fully operational by 2010;

• A sharing regime for all waters in the Murray-Darling Basin that gives first priority to the health of the system as a whole by allocating the first share to the maintenance of the system;

• The government of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to invoke its powers under the Constitution to acquire sufficient fresh water for the River system to ensure the health of Lakes Alexandrina, Lake Albert and the Coorong wetlands, until March 2010. 

This health is to be determined by end of River flows at the Murray Mouth.

We are concerned members of communities around the lower Murray River, Lake Alexandrina, Lake Albert and the Coorong. We are landholders, fishers, graziers, farmers, scientists, tourism operators, irrigators, environmentalists, writers, artists and many others with a considerable long-term collective knowledge of the area. We are keen to work with government and with other groups who wish to work on sustainable solutions to the ecological and environmental issues connected with our river systems.

This is outrageous 

Under their current proposal, action you take at home to reduce energy - like changing to efficient light bulbs and appliances or installing solar hot water - will not reduce Australia's total greenhouse emissions further than the Government's weak target of 5-15%. It will even make it cheaper for industry to increase their own emissions.
That's outrageous, and unfair - but we still have an opportunity to fix this flaw. 
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Adelaide Advertiser - New stormwater plan offers hope
An ambitious plan to supplement Adelaide's drinking water with treated stormwater will be presented to the State Government in April. Salisbury Council has been conducting a four-year trial of the conversion process and believes its success could be replicated in the state's water-starved reticulation system. If implemented by SA Water, treated stormwater from wetlands could supply up to 106 gigalitres of drinking water – about one-third of Adelaide's annual water use. The world-first Salisbury trial is being closely watched around the world and funded by groups including the CSIRO and European Economic Community. The project has been led by Salisbury Council's director of projects, Colin Pitman, and is a further development of Salisbury's unique stormwater reuse system that cleans water in wetlands before storing it underground in aquifers. The drinking-quality water is created by drawing the water through underground aquifers, then removing any remaining impurities and pathogens. Mr Pitman, who keeps bottles of his drinking-quality stormwater on hand to show visitors to the scheme, said the scheme showed one way of expanding Adelaide's drinking-water supplies. "We are having further discussions with SA Water to find out what further treatment they require before we put that water back into the drinking network," he said. Yesterday, Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald said the State Government did not support the use of treated stormwater for drinking purposes. "The Government believes there is still an unacceptable risk in putting treated stormwater into the drinking water supply," she said. "The treatment process and technology can be subject to variables and therefore presents an unacceptable risk to our drinking water." Mr Pitman with Dr Peter Dillon, leader of the CSIRO’s Water Use and Reuse research group, has led the Salisbury project.

The Australian - Push to count gas in natural storage
Australia is lobbying for changes to global greenhouse accounting rules to allow it to count more of its carbon storage in soils, trees and biochar. The Rudd Government has been pursuing the options, despite publicly criticising Malcolm Turnbull for pinning too much hope on the biosequestration techniques. A spokeswoman for Climate Change Minister Penny Wong said yesterday Australia was pressing for "a comprehensive and sound approach" to include land-management activities in future climate change negotiations. "This could potentially include biochar storage in soils," the spokeswoman said. Biochar is created when crop waste is heated in the absence of oxygen. The process turns much of the carbon that would have otherwise escaped into the atmosphere into charcoal, which can enrich the soil, and biofuels, which can generate power. Biochar, soil and forest carbon storage form a central part of the Coalition's promise to achieve deeper cuts in Australia's greenhouse emissions than under the Government's emissions trading scheme. The Opposition Leader has cited extensively research by CSIRO scientist Phil Polglase suggesting Australia could abate almost 150 million tonnes of carbon dioxide by planting trees across nine million hectares. "The overwhelming majority of scientists recognise that the biggest opportunity in the near term for reducing emissions is through biosequestration," Mr Turnbull told ABC television on Tuesday. Senator Wong said more work was needed to prove the science on soil carbon sequestration. Dr Polglase agreed that the science around soil carbon storage was uncertain and subject to hyperbole. But the carbon dioxide captured by trees could already be measured and verified. 

"The take-home message is it can make a big difference to Australia's emissions," Dr Polglase said. "You need a lot of forests, but Australia's a very large place and you can spread forest around Australia and they can have other benefits, such as biodiversity enhancement." Australia decided against counting its farming land emissions towards its greenhouse targets in the Kyoto pact, partly because of concerns that uncontrollable natural events such as bushfires could blow its carbon budget. In doing so, it had to forgo the opportunity to offset its emissions by storing more carbon in agricultural lands. The Government is pushing for post-Kyoto carbon accounting rules to treat man-made sources of emissions separately to those caused by "major natural disturbances", such as bushfires. If successful, the concessions could give farmers their best opportunity yet to offset emissions -- such as methane from sheep and cattle -- from their own operations. Senator Wong's spokeswoman said the Government recognised the "important role" that sound management of agricultural and forestlands could make in reducing emissions. "Production of biochar and its storage in soils is one of the emerging land-management techniques that shows promise as a means of building the stores of carbon in soils and avoiding emissions," she said.

www.care2.com 

By Cher C -.The state of Australia's birds - 2009 - Care2 News Network
40%of Australia's birds breed in the Murray Darling basin. A complex huge mass of wetlands etc. It is the EIGHTH largest river system in the world. Certainly the biggest here. It has 12 months to live. The only chance it has is massive, unprecedented rainfall all over the basin. Otherwise goodbye 40% of Australia's birds. Any native Australian bird species are declining. Birds, from all kinds of habitats, including garden, water, scrub and woodland, are showing marked falls in their populations according to a new report by Birds Australia (BirdLife in Australia).

/blog.mediafetcher.com/Drought_in_Australia.html
More Information About Drought_in_Australia
Drought in Australia is defined as rainfall over a three-month period being in the lowest decile of what has been recorded for that region in the past.  
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This definition takes into account that drought is a relative term and rainfall deficiencies need to be compared to typical rainfall patterns including seasonal variations. Specifically drought in Australia is defined in relation to a rainfall deficiency of pastoral leases and is determined by decile analysis applied to a certain area. Historical climatic records are now sufficiently reliable to profile climate variability taking into account expectations for regions. State Governments are responsible for declaring a region drought affected and the declaration will take into account factors other than rainfall. 

Droughts in the 19th century
Since 1860, when adequate meteorological recording commenced, the most severe droughts have occurred commonly at intervals of 11 to 14 years. Major droughts that were recorded in the 19th century include:

· 1829 Major drought in Western Australia with very little water available.

· 1835 and 1838 Sydney and NSW receive 25% less rain than usual. Severe drought in Northam and York areas of Western Australia.

· 1839 Severe drought in the west and north of Spencer Gulf, South Australia.

· 1846 Severe drought converted the interior and far north of South Australia into an arid desert.

· 1849 Sydney received about 27 inches less rain than normal.

· 1850 Severe drought, with big losses of livestock across inland New South Wales (NSW) and around the western rivers region.

· 1864 - 66 (and 1868). The little data available indicates that this drought period was rather severe in Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales, Queensland and Western Australia.

· 1877 All States affected by severe drought, with disastrous losses in Queensland. In Western Australia many native trees died, swamps dried up and crops failed.

· 1880 to 1886 Drought in Victoria (northern areas and Gippsland); New South Wales (mainly northern wheat belt, Northern Tablelands and south coast); Queensland (1881-86, in south-east with breaks - otherwise mainly in coastal areas, the central highlands and central interior in 1883-86); and South Australia (1884-86, mainly in agricultural areas).

· 1888 Extremely dry in Victoria (northern areas and Gippsland); Tasmania (1887-89 in the south); New South Wales had the driest year since records began; Queensland (1888-89) had a very severe drought, with much native scrub dying and native animals perishing; South Australia had one of its most severe droughts; and Western Australia (central agricultural areas) lost many sheep.

Drought in the 20th century
During the severe, Australia wide, 1902 Federation Drought the total sheep population dropped to fewer than 54,000,000 from a total of 106,000,000 sheep in 1891 and cattle numbers fell by more than 40 per cent. It was 1925 before the sheep numbers reached the hundred million mark again. At the time of Federation, Australia suffered a major drought. There had been a number of years of below average rainfall across most of Australia before the drought. During the drought the wheat crop was "all but lost" and the Darling River was dry at Bourke, New South Wales for over a year from April 1902 to May 1903. There was concern about Sydney's water supply.[6] In the 1911-1915 period, Australia suffered a major drought, which resulted in the failure of the 1914 wheat crop. During 1918 to 1920 a severe drought was experienced by Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia, Northern Territory (Darwin-Daly Waters area and central Australia), Western Australia (Fortescue area), Victoria, and Tasmania. During World War II, eastern Australia suffered dry conditions, which lasted from 1937 through to 1947 with little respite.[8] From 1965-68 eastern Australia was again greatly affected by drought. Conditions had been dry over the centre of the continent since 1957, but spread elsewhere during the summer of 1964/1965. This drought contributed to the 1967 Tasmanian fires in which 62 people died in one day and 1,400 homes were lost.[9] The drought in 1982-83 is regarded as the worst of the twentieth century for short-term rainfall deficiencies of up to one year and their overall impact. There were severe dust storms in northwestern Victoria and severe bushfires in southeast Australia in February 1983 with 75 people killed.[10] This El-Nino related drought ended in March when a monsoon depression became an extra tropical low and swept across Australia's interior and on to the southeast in mid to late March. A very severe drought occurred in the second half of 1991[11], which intensified in 1994 and 1995 to become the worst on record in Queensland. This drought was influenced by a strong El Nino weather pattern and associated with high temperatures in July and August 1995, the fifth continuous year of drought in parts of Queensland. According to Primary Industries Minister, Ed Casey, "the drought affected region stretched in a 200 km to 300 km wide strip from Stanthorpe to Charters Towers" So few wheat and barley crops survived, about half the usual for that year, that grains had to be imported from other states.

In June 1994, more than 10 towns had lost irrigation systems and some areas had gone five years without decent rainfall. A part of the upper Darling River system collapsed during this drought. By October 1994, the Condamine River was exhausted, reverting to a series of ponds. Across the state more than 13,000 properties, totaling 40% of Queensland was drought declared. 
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The flow past Goondiwindi was the lowest since 1940. Cotton farms near Moree and Narrabri had been allocated no water for irrigation, which resulted in a major loss of production. The town of Warwick was particularly affected.

Drought in the 21st century
Around 2000 Australia was prone to wet weather brought on by La NiÃ±a influenced weather patterns. Then from 2003 a long, severe drought, again the worst on record[16] was experienced in many parts of Australia. Rainfall deficiencies in 2006. As of November 2006, the late winter to mid-spring rainfalls had failed. The average rainfall in the state of South Australia was the lowest since 1900. Across Victoria and the Murray-Darling Basin the season was the second driest since 1900. New South Wales' rainfall was boosted by above normal falls along the north coast of the state, however the state average rainfall for the season is the third driest since 1900. The situation has been worsened by temperatures being the highest on record since the 1950s. Responses during 2006 and 2007. The current drought has changed the way Australia treats its water resources. Because of the long-term effects of the drought now showing, many state governments are attempting to "drought-proof" their states with more permanent solutions. Australia in the past hundred years has relied solely on water from dams for agriculture and consumption. Now schemes like grey-water water recycling, government rebates for homeowners to install water tanks, and tougher restrictions on industries have come into effect. The citizens of Toowoomba voted on, and rejected, a referendum on using recycled sewerage water. However, after the referendum Toowoomba began using recycled sewerage water as no other feasible alternative was available. Brisbane is set to be supplied via larger dams, a pipeline and possibly also recycling. A desalination project has been initiated on the Gold Coast, Queensland, but plans for a similar project in Sydney were halted after public opposition and the discovery of underground aquifers. In November 2006 Perth completed a seawater desalination plant that will supply the city with 17% of its needs. Dairy producers have been hit particularly hard by the drought that has swept much of Australia. And 2004 was a particularly bleak year in the sector, as a drought-caused drop in production sent revenue in the industry down by 4.5% Most Australian mainland capital cities are facing a major water crisis with less than 50% of water storages remaining. For example, Melbourne has had rain up to 90% below the average for September and October 2006, compounding the problem of extremely low rainfall from the preceding winter months. Melbourne has been experiencing high temperatures throughout October causing the evaporation of water in dams and reservoirs, which has resulted in their levels falling by around 0.1% a day. As a result of all these factors Melbourne is now on tighter water restrictions. Agricultural production has been affected. Australia's cotton production has dropped, with the smallest area planted in 20 years, a 66% reduction compared to five years ago (considered a "normal" year). The crop has been half its usual size for three of the past five years. Water use by the industry fell by 37% between 2000/01 and 2004/05, due mainly to drought.[21] In the order of 20 cotton communities and 10,000 people directly employed by the cotton industry are impacted by the drought. The main areas affected are in New South Wales: Menindee where the area under production has reduced by 100%, Bourke has reduced the area under production by 99%, Walgett has reduced the area under production by 95%, the Macquarie River has reduced the area under production by 74% and the Gwydir River has reduced the area under production by 60%. In Queensland the worse affected areas are Biloela which has reduced the area under production by 100%, at Dirranbandi there has been a 91% reduction, Central Highlands has reduced the area under production by 82% and Darling Downs has reduced the area under production by 78%. Bourke has only had adequate water for one cotton crop in the last five years. Stock feed is also becoming scarce and farmers are finding it difficult to feed cattle and sheep.

Predictions and observations for 2007-2008:
In early 2007, senior weather forecasters predicted that the drought would ease along the east coast with a return to average rainfall from late February 2007. Forecasters believed that the El NiÃ±o effect that had been rampant during 2006 and 2007 had ended. Heavy rainfall in June and July, particularly in coastal regions of New South Wales and in Victoria's Gippsland region, together with tentative forecasts of a La NiÃ±a event, brought hope that the drought may have ended. The Prime Minister at the time, John Howard, announced on 19 April 2007 that unless there was substantial rain in the next six weeks no water will be allocated to irrigators in the Murray-Darling basin for the coming year. The result of this would directly affect the 50,000 farmers and the economy and the price of food would significantly rise, contributing to inflation. Electricity shortages are also likely if the Snowy Mountains Scheme is forced to shut down its hydroelectric generators. In August 2007, the Darling River flowed again after nearly a year of no flows.[27] Inflows into the Murray-Darling Basin in the winter of 2007 were amongst the lowest on record though marginally better than those of the winter of 2006 which had been the driest on record. As of April 2008, NSW was moving out of drought. Sydney's main water catchments are at 65.4 percent, 25 per cent fuller than it was at this time last year. Sydney Water stated with no more rain and unchanged demand, Sydney now has enough water in storage to last for 3.1 years. Central Victoria remains drought affected. At the end of April 2008, Melbourne's water storages are at a combined 31.5%. In June 2008 it became known that an expert panel had warned of long term, maybe irreversible, severe ecological damage for the whole Murray-Darling basin if it does not receive sufficient water by October. In Tasmania drought conditions worsened in 2008, with many areas reporting no significant rainfall for three years.
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Drought and population levels in Australia
Some members of the Australian environmental movement, notably the organisation Sustainable Population Australia, believe that as the driest inhabited continent, Australia cannot continue to sustain its current rate of population growth without becoming overpopulated. SPA also argues that climate change will lead to a deterioration of natural ecosystems through increased temperatures, extreme weather events and less rainfall in the southern part of the continent, thus reducing its capacity to sustain a large population even further. In response to this, there are several movements and campaigns around the country which are advocating for environmental action. One such campaign is "The Big HELLO Switch", claimed as Australia's largest community climate change campaign. The UK-based Optimum Population Trust supports the view that Australia is overpopulated, and believes that to maintain the current standard of living in Australia, the optimum population is 10 million (rather than the present 20.86 million), or 21 million with a reduced standard of living. 

As this the happy birthday for ‘Snippetts Plus’ I will have the rest of the day whilst if you wish to throw money please do so.

This is as much my production as it is the recipients so please if you wish me to include any offering from anyone of you please submit it, I can assure I will look at it and if I include it, it will be without editing accept compressing. 

Whilst I would like to include photos it really is not possible though if I can learn to update my own www site I shall set up a gallery.  

I remain totally committed to myriver and the Murray-Darling Basin and the seeking of ‘Climate Change’ information,

Yours sincerely,

Peter R. Smith OAM

